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was in striking contrast to the conditions on the Gotthard
Cenis, Simplon, and other central European tunnels, where
the mercury rose at times to the vicinity of 90 degrees.
Yet the workers in the Gravehals tunnel experienced
their own peculiar dangers and exasperating misadventures.
The climatic conditions were the most trying, and many
men abandoned their tasks after a short experience in this
bleak situation, for work at a lower level. This monotony
was varied one day by an avalanche, which crashed down
the mountain-side, smashed into the power-house and
carried away some of the machinery. Work had to be sus-
pended for some six weeks while the damage thus caused
was repaired. At another time work could not be carried
forward because no water was available, and about two
months of enforced idleness "had to be endured until the
turbines could be set going once more.
On the same section is another heavy piece of work of
this character, the Reinunga tunnel, extending for 5,217
feet through a massive mountain shoulder. Here the
country is extremely wild, and the location of the line
taxed the plotters supremely. The track crawls along a
narrow ledge for some distance, poised nearly 500 feet
above the highroad. The situation is precarious, for land-
slides and avalanches are of frequent occurrence, while
detached boulders rattle down the slopes at times and
threaten the railway with extinction. Fortunately, as the
rnetals are laid on a gallery of solid rock hewn in the
mountain-side, the extent of the damage inflicted by these
visitations is limited to the permanent way, though the
presence of these untoward obstacles, and the result of their
impact with the metals, may interrupt communication for a
short time.
Seeing that a difference in level of over 4,100 feet has to
be overcome in the 47 miles between Vossevangen and
Taugevand, it is a teasing up-hill pull all the way. The
grades are very abrupt at places, and impose a severe tax
upon the locomotives. The passenger, however, has one
compensation for slowness in travel. Some of the grandest